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How is the Gifted Classroom different and how can we 
SPICE up your learning?

We engage students in authentic intellectual work through 
various methods…
1. Technology
2. Critical thinking
3. Communication 
4. Creative thinking
5. Higher order thinking



AIW and Technology
Using Multi-media tools for Authentic Learning Experiences

We utilize a variety of web resources and are 
always looking for more engaging ways for 
our student to create that are easy to 
navigate and free!  These are our favorites 
right now…

*ThinkLink *Skype-classroom

*Voice Thread        * Flipgrid
*Google Drive        *Animoto

Consider that to mimic the real world we want to give 

opportunities to share their creativity to a global 

audience:  for example, students create a google 

map of the Oregon trail and share it with other 

classrooms online.  Students write recipes and post 

online for others to rate and improve.  

Thinglink-
student 
example

(click here)

This is My Country 
Collaborative 

Project example 
(click here)

Password-Timc18!!
https://flipgrid.com/
thisismycountry

Skype Collaborations
Skype Field Trips
Skype Guest Speakers
Mystery Skype
Skype Lessons

https://animoto.com/
https://www.thinglink.com/login
https://voicethread.com/myvoice/
https://www.thinglink.com/scene/991850364284174339
https://flipgrid.com/
https://flipgrid.com/thisismycountry
https://flipgrid.com/thisismycountry
https://education.microsoft.com/skype-in-the-classroom/overview


Authentic 

Real World 

Learning

NASA-Astronaut Gear

Music in Me Unit:  
Salzburg, Austria

#WHYIWRITE Day



AIW and Critical Thinking

Some our favorite technology resources for 

engaging students in Critical Thinking are:

*Wonderopolis *Ducksters

*Bloxorz *Pebble Go

*Kiddle.co

*STEM tasks with QR code sheets for research

http://www.mathplayground.com/logic_bloxorz.html
http://www.kiddle.co/
http://wonderopolis.org/
http://www.qr-code-generator.com/
http://www.qr-code-generator.com/
http://www.ducksters.com/
https://www.pebblego.com/
http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/great-stem-web-sites-students-classroom.shtml


AIW and Critical Thinking

Here are some great critical thinking resources 

we use in addition to our technology resources…

Real World Math

STEM tasks



And EVEN MORE AIW and Critical Thinking

Here are some great more critical thinking 

resources we use in addition to our technology 

resources…

Numbers in Your Head



What ways to we include technology 
when we communicate as teachers with 
parents/students/families?
*Class Dojo-new restrictions
*Weebly-classroom website
*email groups-newsletters
*Remind 101

AIW and Communication
Using Multi-media tools for connecting the way the world connects

Authentic & Expansive

What ways to we include technology 
when students communicate with others? 
*Google Classroom
*Skype
*Canvas (Launchpoint platform)
*Thinglink
*Now Comment
*Google Drive

https://www.classdojo.com/
https://www.weebly.com/
https://www.remind.com/
https://www.instagram.com/?hl=en
https://www.skype.com/en/
https://canvas.instructure.com/login/canvas
https://nowcomment.com/
https://accounts.google.com/ServiceLogin/signinchooser?service=classroom&passive=1209600&continue=https://classroom.google.com/&followup=https://classroom.google.com/&emr=1&flowName=GlifWebSignIn&flowEntry=ServiceLogin


Remind…let’s keep in touch easily!  

Just follow these directions to join our 

Remind Sardis SEARCH group. 

https://www.remind.com/


AIW and Creative Thinking

National Day Calendar PBL: Problem Based 
Learning

& 
Interest Based 

Learning

Passion Projects – Genius Hour – 20-Time

Journaling 
(real world-blogging)

CPS: Creative Problem Solving

Eric Schmidt, CEO of Google said, “We run this company on 
questions, not answers.” 

Creativity Tasks-to support units

https://nationaldaycalendar.com/
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/kids-who-blog


Creativity Tasks-to support units example…



Examples…

https://nationaldaycalendar.com/


AIW and Higher Order Thinking

1. Meaningful conversations
2. Explicit teaching about THINKING
3. Questioning…Why? How?
4. Interdisciplinary Museum with an 

Authentic Audience



Other Authentic Learning 

Resources We Love!



And a Couple more Authentic Learning 

Resources we Love!

Lego WeDo 2.0
Sphero Robotic Balls

Lego WeDo 1.0



Authentic Learning doesn’t happen 
without intention and diligent planning.  

Don’t worry…you can’t do it all day every 
day and when it doesn’t come together 

exactly like you envisioned…
STAY IN THE STRUGGLE!
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